
                                                        Half Moon Bay High School 

                                                           School Site Council Minutes 

                         November 17, 2016 

 

Attendees: Principal John Nazar, Vice Principal James Barnes, Vice Principal Tiffany Zammit, 
Richard van Wygaarden, David Pantera, Cristian Alvarez, Anne Ryckebusch, Julia Smith, 
Yadira Acosta, & Bradley Lehan. 

 

 
1.    Call to Order: 5:04 

               
2.    Principal’s Report – Principal John Nazar 

 

I. Principal’s Reflection on the Post-Presidential Election Political Climate  

A. Many people in this community (HMBHS) – have articulated a sense of surprise over 

the result of the United States Presidential Election.  The tone on Wednesday, November 

9 reflected that among people on campus.  As time went along, we noticed the 
passionate feelings about the support and opposition of our newly elected president 

Donald Trump.  The most important thing is the safely and well-being of our students in 

this charged time.  The majority of students were engaged in all the appropriate ways.   
A letter was sent out to alert parents, students about post-election passions being 

demonstrated on campus.  On Monday, a group of students felt the need to demonstrate.  

Our students felt safe at school.  The demonstrators were peaceful.  What warmed my 

heart – is that all groups were coming together and hopefully moving forward all of our 
students will all listen to and learn from one another.  I am humbled by the response of 

our students – those that stayed in class and those that demonstrated in a peaceful and 

respectful manner.  Our students and staff should be commended for what has been a 
demonstration of coming together this past week.  We are one student body and one 

staff and at the end of the day we need to support one another.   

i. Clay Lambert editor of the Half Moon Bay Review said that the students 
exhibited great peaceful leadership during the past week.  Students 

demonstrated a rise above the negativity of the past years’ presidential 

campaigns.  

ii. To every student and staff member, nothing has changed.  We are safe and we 
are going to protect our students and staff moving forward. We are united as one 

group of learners. 

 

II.  Early College Student Enrollment & Upcoming Sections 

A.  Currently we are piloting one class.  This is an upper level art class with two periods 

being taught by Sean Riordan.  There are sixty students enrolled in the class. They are 
currently on pace to achieve early college credit.  The students will attain three units of 

College of San Mateo credit at the end of this semester and six units of C.S.M. credit by 

the end of the school year.  The earned units will be transferable to both the University 

of California University and California State University systems.  This is a great path or 
opportunity for staff and students.   

i. We want to have two more sections next year.  One in English and one in 

mathematics, and possibly one in history.  This is a route that our students can take 



and our goal is to have students take high level courses with a year of college 

completed by the time they graduate from college. 
B. All prospective staff teaching in the Early College program will have a masters’ degree 

in the subject matter they will teach.  They will also get an additional financial stipend 

for what they teach.  This will provide extra incentive for more of our teachers to stay 

committed to pursuing their professional development and career within the Cabrillo 
Unified School District. 

 

III. Block Scheduling  
 

A. Students will take all classes on Mondays. On Tuesday/Thursdays students will take   

half of their classes and on Wednesday/Fridays the other half of their classes 
B. This year the vast majority of teachers voted for the block schedule.  Our goal and our 

vision is that we are unified as a staff and fully on board with this.  We are also working 

in conjunction with our classified staff and seeking their input as well.  We are still 

looking at ironing out contract and district fine points moving forward. 
As we institute this schedule, we want to be flexible and allow for adaptation to better 

construct and finesse the schedule in the future moving forward. 

        We believe this will be a great benefit to our students moving forward as it will allow for     
        a further scaffolding of common core based curriculum instruction.  We also believe the  

        block scheduled will tie into more health and wellness benefits, most importantly it will  

        reduce assignments on a nightly basis.  This will also provide teachers more time to  
        prepare lessons during their assigned work hours.            

 

 

3. Counselor’s Report - Julia Smith 
 

I.         College Applications 

A. There are only three days left for College Application workshops.  The Local 
Scholarship deadline is Friday, December 2 at 3:00.  Late applications will not be 

accepted.  

B. The Hispanic College Fair is Saturday, December 6 from 8:30 to 12:30.  This event will 

also help fulfill our Single Plan for Student Achievement.  
C. The Free Application for Federal Student Aid walkthrough will be Saturday, December 

10.  – The F.A.F.S.A. and Dream act applications will be completed by students.  

           II.            Challenge Day Postponement 
A. Challenge Day has been postponed due to multiple presenters having flu symptoms.  We 

are looking at re-scheduling but our 2016-2017 academic calendar has a very limited 

amount of available dates.  
          III.           Scholarship Claims, Donor Contributions, and Prom - Yadira Acosta and Julia Smith  

A. Calls have been made home to claim scholarships.  57 students got more than one 

according to accounts.  15 students still have to come forward to claim scholarships.  

B.  We are reaching out to donors via mail with Julia Smith.  Responses already coming in 
from donors.    

C. The prom, which takes place on April 29,107, already has a venue, the Glass House in 

San Jose.  There will be a DJ and all other amenities have already been lined up.  Tickets 
will be sold beginning in February.   

 

 

 

 



4. Vice Principal’s Report – James Barnes 

I.        Positive Behavior Interventions and Support 
A. We are working on school climate with P.B.I.S.  The focus of our last Super Tuesday was 

a further school-wide implementation of P.B.I.S.  Our staff received P.B.I.S t-shirts.  Our 

first cougar pride PBIS lesson day will be Wednesday, November 30.   We will roll out 

strategically designed videos for campus area behavior.  Our classroom mini lessons will 
further reinforce positive behavior through teacher videos that focused on one P.B.I.S. 

campus area standard. We will use our morning announcements to promote Cougar Cash, 

which is rewarded to students “caught” being good on campus by staff.  This can be 
turned in at Cougar Store.  Bigger prizes will also be awarded via Cougar Cash draws.  

 

 

5.  Student Class Officers’ Report – David Pantera (Senior Class), and Cristian Alvarez (Freshman 

Class) 

I. Shadow Day – David Pantera 
Shadow day was an overwhelming success.  We had giant potluck at lunch which 

involved approximately seventy to eighty students.  Shadow students seemed to have a 

lot of fun.  Shadow students seemed to be enthusiastic about the school.  
Super impressed with freshman participation this year.  

Organizing class potlucks by class within leadership classes. 

Gutting out spirit store – new store, new paint, new gear, more of a hub of spirit.  Want to 
open it five days a week.  

Early application deadline has passed    December is local college app deadline  

Better turnout for college application workshops this year than prior last two years.   

 

  

II. Cristian Alvarez – Nothing to report out at this time. 

6.       Teacher’s Report – Richard van Wyngaarden & Anne Ryckebusch 

I. Student Enthusiasm and School Spirit  

A. Richard van Wyngaarden was duly impressed with the spirit of our students during 
homecoming week.  He was particularly impressed with the enthusiasm displayed by 

our freshmen students.  The freshmen dancers at the assembly who continued to 

dance despite their music not coming on exhibited bravery and determined fortitude 

to press on and the students were very supportive of their efforts.  I was very proud to 
see this.  

II. World Language Field Trips 

B. Anne Ryckebusch is looking at implementing more world language field trips.  Mural 
walk in the Mission District of San Francisco is a possibility.   

 

7.      Parents Report - Bradley Lehan – Nothing to report out at this time. 

 

 

 

 



8.      Open Forum  

           I.          Amend Language in the S.P.S.A.  
                        A. Proposal to amend language in the Single Plan for Student Achievement that earmarks 

                             funds for P.B.I.S. release time to allow it to be used for recognition items and other  

                             expenses designated by P.B.I.S. coordinator James Barnes.                                

 

9. Meeting adjourned at 5:50 p.m. 


